
 

 

Panther Tracks 

Happy Autumn! 

Sign:   Listen 

Our students are learning to 
say ‘listen’ in American Sign 
Language. 

Save these dates! 
(see pages 3 – 4 for details) 

October 6 

October  
12 – 14 

October 7
  

October 28 

October brings falling leaves, crisp mornings, and winter coats 
to Parkwood.  As students transition into fall, it’s important to 
remember that Parkwood supports students, families and our 
communities in many ways.  If you ever need school supplies, 
food assistance, or referrals to community agencies, please see 
Kendra Treece, our Family Advocate or our new counselor, 
Annette Campbell, for information.  We are here for you! 
 

October’s monthly skill is “good attendance”.  We are asking 
all students and families to prioritize prompt and regular arrival 
at school.  Unless students are unquestionably ill or must attend 
an unavoidable appointment, please have them at school all day 
every day.  To support national, district, and building-wide 
attendance initiatives, absences for trips and vacations will not 
be excused.  Our overall goal is for your student to be confident, 
prepared, and ready for academic and social/emotional growth.  
Regular school attendance supports these measures. 
 
Questions?  Please ask us!  We are happy to help at any time. 

-Ann Torres, Principal 

Health curriculum 
preview night 

WaKIDS family 
meetings (no school for 
Kindergarten 
students).  Grades 1 – 
6 attend as normal.  

6th grade students and 
teachers at Camp 
Seymour 

Early dismissal at 
11:15 for conferences. 

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 6  

Parkwood Elementary 
School’s Monthly Newsletter 

 

1815 N. 155th Street  
 Shoreline, WA 98133  

206-393-4150 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 

@pwpanthers 

October  
19 – 21  

Parkwood annual 
Move-a-thon 

October 31 No school:  Staff 
training day 

This month, Panthers are learning: 

Trait:   Responsibility 

Students are practicing their 
ability to manage their own 
materials and supplies. 

Skill:   Good Attendance 

All students should be at school at 
8:35 am, in line, ready to learn 
every day.   
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Parkwood Move-a-thon: October 28 

Why a Move-a-thon? 

Walk-a-thons are very 
common fundraising events 
around the country.  At 
Parkwood, we teach our 
students that people can 
move with their legs, but 
that they can also move 
with their wheels and/or 
move with the help of 
another person.  Our goal is 
to make sure that our 
students are empathetic 
and understand the many 
ways that their classmates, 
neighbors, friends and family 

It’s not a walk-a-thon, it’s not a parade… it’s a Move-a-thon! 
Read here to find out more. 

members can move.    

When is it? 

Parkwood’s annual Move-a-
thon will happen on Friday, 
October 28th after lunch.  
Led by our 6th graders, 
students will walk laps 
around the school wearing 
costumes if they choose.  
Students who need 
costumes should contact 
Kendra Treece, our Family 
Advocate.  She has a supply 
on hand and is happy to 
share with any student who 

needs one! 

How can I help? 

Move-a-thon volunteers and 
classroom helpers are 
always needed for our 
harvest parties.  We have 
many different ways that 
you can help!  Please 
contact your child’s teacher 
to sign up to bring snacks, 
help kids with costumes or 
help kids move safely 
around the building. 

Washington state law and Shoreline School District policy 
require that all classroom volunteers pass Washington State 
Patrol background checks.  In order to volunteer at Parkwood, 
you must submit a background check form and a copy of 
your driver’s license to our main office, and it takes approximately 
two weeks for volunteers to be cleared through our Human Resources office.  Rose Ann 
McLaughlin, our Attendance Secretary and Registrar can provide you with a form as can Lisa 
Donnell, Parkwood’s office manager. 

 

It’s ok if you have one morning a week or only one hour a year: we need you!   If you haven’t 
already turned in your form, please do so right away.   Thank you for volunteering! 

Can you volunteer yet? 
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In the Shoreline School District, 
all 6th grade students attend 
Outdoor Education Camp in 6th 
grade.  Parkwood students 
attend Camp Seymour, an 
excellent facility in Gig Harbor, 
WA (about 1.5 hours away from 
Shoreline). 

What happens at Camp 
Seymour? 

During Outdoor Education 
Camp, students, teachers, and 
YMCA naturalists engage in 
nature workshops ranging from 
wildlife ecology to canoeing to 
marine and forest ecosystems.  
Students are outside nearly all 
day, interacting with their 
environment and connecting 
their experiences to our state 
science standards.  Students eat 
meals in a state of the art central 
hall, stay in cabins with 
classmates, and participate in 
traditional camp activities such 
as skits, songs and campfires. 

Who supervises my child? 

Parkwood staff, chaperones, and 
YMCA naturalists closely 
supervise students at camp.  All 
adults have been thoroughly 
background checked for safety. 

My child doesn’t like 
camping.  Should they still 
go? 

Definitely!  6th grade camp is a 
significant, capstone activity 
that most students say was a 
highlight of their 6th grade 
year.  Songs, activities, and 
shared experiences are 
referred to throughout the 
year.   

Will my daughter stay in a 
cabin with boys? 

Absolutely not.  Girls stay in 
cabins with girls, boys stay in 
cabins with boys.  

Will there be enough for my 
child to eat? 

Students are given unlimited 
food and snacks at camp.  The 
food is actually very good! 

Is medical assistance 
available if there is an 
emergency? 

Yes.  Basic first aid is available 
on site and St. Anthony 
Hospital in Gig Harbor is less 
than 10 miles away.  

Will my child have fun? 

Yes!  Kids love this camp. 

What should my child bring? 

A list of what to bring – and 
what not to bring – will be sent 
home with your child.  
Electronics and money should 
definitely stay home! 

Questions about Camp 
Seymour? 

For more information about 
Parkwood’s Outdoor Education 
experience, please ask your 
child’s teacher.  You can also 
find out more information about 
the facility by visiting Camp 
Seymour’s website at 
www.campseymour.org 

 

We are excited for camp! 

It’s Almost Time 
for Camp Seymour! 

From October 19th – October 21st, 
Parkwood 6th grade students and 

teachers will attend Outdoor 
Education camp at YMCA’s Camp 

Seymour in Gig Harbor.   
 

Scholarships are available: Ask your teacher!     
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Parent/Grown-up Preview Night: Family Life and Sexual Health Curriculum (FLASH) 

Panther Paws are awards that 

students receive by following 
Parkwood’s school rules of 

being Safe, Respectful, 
Responsible and/or Kind.  

Each month, classroom 
teachers nominate students 

who have done at least one of 
these exceptionally well; those 

students have their names 
read over the intercom, eat 

lunch with Principal Torres, 
receive a certificate of 

recognition, and take a 
Panther Paw picture.  Panther 

Paw lunches encourage kids! 

The September Panther Paw Recipients are: 
 
Kindergarten:  Daphne L., Calvin A., Jude W., Ydidya D., Johnny R., Charlee R. 
 

Grade 1:  Djon B., Elena T., Chase S., Ryfin M., Sydney H., Alonzo G., Mimi S. 
 

Grade 2:  Francheska L., Naol E., Adam A., Yartiza R., Dani S., Juan A., 
Vivienne S.,  
 

Grade 3:  Yovani P., Alexis R., Annie V.,  Clel H., McKenzee H. 
 

Grade 4:  Vladimir K., Alyssa R., Adrian R., Grace R., Evan B., Analeah G., 
Freeman B., Lily T., Elvis E., Lewin A. 
 

Grade 5:  Logan V., Rosalie T., Calum K., Samantha H-O., Vanessa P., 
Mohammed M. Emily W.  
 

Grade 6:  Jojo K., Zoey H., Haley S., Wilson M., Elijah B-T., Kayla V 
 

Thank	  you	  for	  being	  Safe,	  Respectful,	  Responsible,	  and	  Kind!	  

Congratulations to September Panther Paw Award Winners! 

Dear Parents/Guardians,           
 
The Shoreline School District will be offering sexual health instruction in grades 4-12 as part of our 
comprehensive health education program.  Included in this is the HIV/AIDS prevention in grades 
5-12 that is mandated by state law.   
 
Parents and guardians are invited to learn about the goals of this program and preview the 
instructional materials during the following public review on Thursday, October 6, 2016: 
 
Time:  6:30 – 7:15 PM for grades K – 4 (Great Body Shop) and 7:30 – 8:15 for grades 4 – 12 (FLASH)
  
Location: Shoreline Room, Shoreline Learning Center, 18560 1st Ave. NE  
 
You will be able to learn the program objectives, review the materials, identify resources, and 
ask questions.  If you are unable to attend the public preview session, but want more 
information, please contact your child’s school or teacher. 
 
According to state law and district policy, a parent or legal guardian may excuse their child 
from participating in any, or all, classes related to sex education after they have previewed the 
materials.  If you do not want your child to participate, you must notify the school in writing.  You 
may complete and return the form, Student Participation in Health Education, or write a letter 
requesting that your child be excluded.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Maria Stevens, Director of Teaching and Learning 
Shoreline Public Schools 
18560 1st Ave. SE 
Shoreline, WA 98155 
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The Healthy Youth 
Survey (HYS) is a 
statewide, collaborative 
effort of OSPI, the 
Department of Health, the 
Department of Social and 
Health Service’s Division 
of Behavioral Health and 
Recovery, Family Policy 
Council, Department of 
Commerce, and Liquor 
Control Board. 
 
The anonymous survey is 
conducted every two 
years.  About 200,000 
students from over 1,000 
schools across the state 
completed the survey in 
2014.  Results, frequently 
asked questions and other 
information are located at 
www.AskHYS.net 
 
Questions about how 
Parkwood is administering 
the survey?  Call Annette 
Campbell, our counselor 
and HYS coordinator, at 
206-393-1447. 
 

Healthy Youth Survey 

Between Oct. 10 and Oct. 21, Shoreline students in grades 6, 8, 10 
and 12 will be participating in the Healthy Youth Survey.  

What it measures:   
 
The survey measures health risk behaviors that contribute to morbidity, 
mortality, and social problems among youth in Washington. These 
behaviors include alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use, behaviors that 
result in unintentional and intentional injuries (e.g., violence), dietary 
behaviors, physical activity, and related risk and protective factors. For 
more information, please visit www.AskHYS.net. 

Is the survey voluntary?   

Yes! Students taking the survey can skip questions and stop taking the 
survey at any time. If you do not want your student to participate in the 
survey, you can excuse your student from participating by filling out an 
opt-out form that will be available at your child’s school or calling the 
school.  Students can also excuse themselves by telling their teacher 
that they do not want to take the survey. Students not taking the survey 
will participate in a different activity, such as studying or reading in the 
library. 

How are the survey results used?   

Schools, school districts, counties and state agencies use the results to 
better understand our students and to provide them with the services 
they need. Results are used for planning, evaluating and improving 
programs and obtaining money to support them.  Data sets are also 
shared with local health departments and legitimate researchers. 

How is student identity protected?   

Students will not write their names on the survey. There are no codes 
or other information to match a survey to a student. No one from the 
school will look at the survey answers. Students will put completed 
surveys into an envelope that is sealed before it leaves the classroom. 
Survey reports of results will not identify any student.  

Need More Information?  

 If you have any questions about the purpose of the survey or survey 
procedures, please contact Department of Health at:  Call toll-free1-
877-HYS-7111 Email healthy.youth@doh.wa.gov 

The Washington State Institutional Review Board has approved the 
procedures for conducting the Healthy Youth Survey that are described 
in this brochure. If you believe these procedures have not been 
followed, please call 1-800-583-8488. You do not have to leave your 
name. All messages will be returned. 
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Health 
Curriculum 

Preview Night at 
Shoreline 
Center 

6:30 – 8:15 

7 
No school for 
Kindergarten 

only 
(WaKIDS) 

 
Popcorn sales 
begin at lunch 

 

8 

 

 

 

9 10 

School Board 
Meeting 7:00 

11 12 

Early Release @ 
11:15 for 

Conferences 
K-6 

13 

Early Release @ 
11:15 for 

Conferences 
K-6 

14 

Early Release @ 
11:15 for 

Conferences 
K-6 

15 
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6th grade @ 
Camp Seymour 
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6th grade @ 
Camp Seymour 
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6th grade @ 
Camp Seymour 
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School Board 
Meeting 7:00 
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retakes 
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Panther Paw 
Lunch 

Move-a-thon 
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No school: 
Staff 

Inservice Day 
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